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toys was mistreating its workers. They were working seventeen
hours a day—and being paid less than ten cents an hour
McDonald’s now tries to ensure that children aren’'t employed to
make its toys. But the company hasn’t done much to increase the
wages of the workers at Chinese toy factories. Low wages are one
of the things that keep Happy Meal toys so cheap.

One of the most successful promotions in the history of
advertising was the Ty Teenie
Beanie Baby giveaway at
McDonald’s in 1997. At the
time, McDonald’s sold about
10 million Happy Meals in a
typical week. Over the course
of ten days in April 1997, by
including a Teenie Beanie
Baby with each purchase,
McDonald’s sold about 100
million Happy Meals.

Happy Meals are normally
sold to kids between the ages
of three and nine—which
means four Teenie Beanie
Baby Happy Meals were
bought for every single

Full of beans

|0

American child in that age group. Not all of those Happy Meals
were purchased for children. Many adult collectors bought the
meals, kept the stuffed toys, and threw away the food.

The desire for young customers has led the fast-food
chains to join forces not only with toy companies but also with
sports leagues and Hollywood studios. McDonald’s has staged
promotions with the National Basketball Association and the

~ Olympics. Pizza Hut, Taco Bell, and KFC have advertised with

college teams. Wendy's has linked with the National Hockey
League. Burger King and Nickelodeon, Denny’s and Major
League Baseball, McDonald’s and the Fox Kids Network, have
all formed partnerships that mix ads for fast food with children’s
m:ﬁmwﬁmmsam:». .

Bozo's first appearance at a McDonald’s restaurant in
1960 unleashed a children’s marketing trend that has swept the
world. Amid all the cross-promotions, giveaways, and huggable
mascots, it has become almost impossible to separate children’s
entertainment from fast-food advertising. And the industry is
proud of that fact. After being criticized for offering hip-hop
stars money to mention Big Macs in their songs, a McDonald’s
spokesman recently argued that there is nothing wrong with
advertising to kids that way. “We believe that the McDonald’s
brand is so omnipresent u:mmac in America,” the spokesman
said, “that having it in music, having it in TV, having it in
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Is it wrong to advertise fast food to young children? Refer to pages 56-62 for
evidence.




