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Instruction
SUBJECT: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, RESOURCES AND EVALUATIONS
Research has demonstrated that student success is tied to curricula that is appropriately aligned
and articulated, and in compliance with all state and national standards. The Board supports and
encourages development of a District-wide, articulated curriculum that conforms to state mandates and
is responsive to the needs of children in a rapidly changing society. In order to help our students
achieve success, the District will ensure that:
a) Curricula is aligned with New York State Learning Standards;
b) Approved curricula is taught in every classroom.
The Principals of the elementary and secondary schools shall be responsible to the
Superintendent/designee for developing Districtwide efforts toward the short and long-range
improvement of curriculum and instruction. The administration is directed to ensure the
implementation of this policy.
Curriculum Resources
There are many resources for curriculum development that exist in our District, and the
instructional staff, under the guidance of the administration, is expected to delve into those resources
for possible improvement of the instructional program. Each teacher has the privilege of being an
initiator of improvement, as well as a reactor to changing conditions, and the Principals shall be
involved in curriculum development.
From the staff, the Superintendent/designee may appoint curriculum study committees; and their
findings, as well as the collective judgments of the staff about the pertinence of various possible
changes, shall be submitted by the Superintendent to the Board for consideration in the forming of
curriculum policy.
Curriculum Evaluation
The Board shall direct a continuing evaluation of the curriculum as part of a program of
instructional improvement. All aspects of the curriculum shall be subjected to a searching and critical
analysis in an attempt to improve the learning and growth of students.
The administrative staff shall evaluate the curriculum in a systematic manner involving school
personnel and others as appropriate and make periodic recommendations for action by the Board. The
Board from time to time may invite staff to discuss the curriculum.
Evaluation of the Instructional Program
The Board expects staff members to maintain a continual program of evaluation at every level to
determine the extent of progress toward the schools' objectives. The Board will periodically request
the Superintendent/designee to present factual information that it considers necessary to evaluate the
effectiveness of the School System.
Education Law Sections 1604, 1709, 2503 and 3204
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Section 100.2(m)

Adoption Date:
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SUBJECT:

REQUEST FOR PART 100 VARIANCE OR PART 200 INNOVATIVE
PROGRAM WAIVER FROM COMMISSIONER'S REGULATIONS

The Board encourages collaboration by teachers, administrators, parents and student of the
District in developing innovative programs and practices that will lead to greater achievement for all
students.
Requests for a variance or waiver from the requirements in Part 100 and Sections
200.1/200.6, respectively, of the Commissioner's Regulations must be approved by the local Board
and signed by the Superintendent. An application may also be submitted by several districts, or a
combination of districts, BOCES and/or private schools, applying as a consortium. Consortium
applications must be approved by each participating local Board and Superintendent.
Subsequent to Board approval, all applications must be forwarded to the Superintendent of
which the local district is a part for review, consultation, and recommendation prior to submission to
the State Education Department. The Superintendent may provide technical assistance to the applicant
and make recommendations to the State Education Department. Interested applicants may also request
technical assistance through their Regional Education Coordinator.

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations
(NYCRR) Sections 100.2(n) and 200.6(k)

Adoption Date:

03/17/2020
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Overview
The District is committed to creating and maintaining an environment which is free from
discrimination and harassment. This policy addresses the provision of equal educational opportunities
to students. It is just one component of the District's overall commitment to maintaining a
discrimination and harassment-free educational and work environment.
Consistent with this commitment and in accordance with law and regulation, the District
provides equal opportunity for students and does not discriminate against any student enrolled in (or
any candidate for admission to) its programs and activities on the basis of any legally protected class
or category including, but not limited to: race; color; religion; disability; national origin; sexual
orientation; gender identity or expression; military status; sex; age; marital status; pregnancy; parental
status; weight; ethnic group; or religious practice. Further, the District provides equal access to its
facilities to any group officially affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America or any other youth group
listed in Title 36 (as a patriotic society).
The District adopts this policy as part of its effort to provide for the prompt and equitable
resolution of complaints of discrimination. The District will promptly respond to reports of
discrimination, ensure that all investigations are conducted within a reasonably prompt time frame and
under a predictable fair grievance process that provides due process protections, and impose
disciplinary measures and implement remedies when warranted.
Inquiries about this policy may be directed to the District's Civil Rights Compliance Officer(s)
(CRCO(s)).
Educational Services for Married/Pregnant Students
The opportunity to participate in all of the programs and activities of the District will not be
restricted or denied because of pregnancy, parenthood, or marriage. Pregnant students will be
encouraged to remain and participate in District programs. The forms of instruction provided to these
students may include any or all of the following:
a)

Remain in school with provisions for special instruction, scheduling, and counseling as
needed;

b)

Receive home instruction;

c)

Attend BOCES programs.

The Superintendent or designee, in consultation with student services staff, the school physician,
and the student's personal physician, may make program modifications which are feasible and
necessary to accommodate the special needs of these students.
Continued
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Reporting Allegations of Discrimination
In order for the District to enforce this policy, and to take corrective action as warranted, it is
essential that students who believe that they have been a victim of discrimination, as well as any other
person who has knowledge of or witnesses any possible discrimination, immediately report the alleged
conduct or incident. Reports of discrimination may be made orally or in writing to any District
employee including, but not limited to, a teacher, building principal, or CRCO.
All District employees who witness or receive an oral or written report of discrimination must
immediately inform the CRCO. Failure to immediately inform the CRCO may subject the employee to
discipline up to and including termination. If the CRCO is unavailable, including due to a conflict of
interest or other disqualifying reason, the report will be directed to another CRCO, if the District has
designated another individual to serve in that capacity. If the District has not designated another
CRCO, the Superintendent will ensure that another person with the appropriate training and
qualifications is appointed to act as the CRCO.
Additionally, District employees must comply with reporting requirements in any other
applicable District policy or document. Applicable policies or documents may include: Policy #3420 -Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the District; Policy #3421 -- Title IX and Sex
Discrimination; Policy #7550 -- Dignity for All Students; and the District's Code of Conduct.
Grievance Process for Complaints of Discrimination
The District will act to promptly, thoroughly, and equitably investigate all complaints, whether
oral or written, of discrimination and will promptly take appropriate action to protect students from
further discrimination.
Various District policies and documents address discrimination. These policies and documents
may include: Policy #3420 -- Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the District; Policy #3421 - Title IX and Sex Discrimination; Policy #7550 -- Dignity for All Students; and the District's Code of
Conduct. All complaints will be handled in accordance with the applicable District policies and/or
documents.
The determination as to which District policies and/or documents are applicable is fact specific,
and the CRCO may work with other District staff such as the District's Title IX Coordinator(s) and/or
Dignity Act Coordinator(s) (DAC(s)) to determine which District policies and/or documents are
applicable to the specific facts of the complaint.
If an investigation reveals that discrimination has occurred, the District will take immediate
corrective action as warranted. This action will be taken in accordance with applicable law
Continued
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and regulation, as well as any applicable District policy, regulation, procedure, collective bargaining
agreement, third-party contract, or other document such as the District's Code of Conduct.
Prohibition of Retaliatory Behavior (Commonly Known as "Whistle-Blower" Protection)
The District prohibits retaliation against any individual because the individual made a report or
complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or refused to participate in an investigation, proceeding,
or hearing related to a complaint of discrimination.
Complaints of retaliation may be directed to the CRCO. If the CRCO is unavailable, including
due to a conflict of interest or other disqualifying reason, the report will be directed to another CRCO,
if the District has designated another individual to serve in that capacity. If the District has not
designated another CRCO, the Superintendent will ensure that another person with the appropriate
training and qualifications is appointed to act as the CRCO.
Where appropriate, follow-up inquiries will be made to ensure that the discrimination has not
resumed and that those involved in the investigation have not suffered retaliation.
Age Discrimination Act of 1975, 42 USC § 6101 et seq.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 USC § 12101 et seq.
Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, 20 USC § 1701 et seq.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC § 790 et seq.
Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC § 2000c et seq.
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC § 2000d et seq.
Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, 20 USC § 1681 et seq.
28 CFR Part 35
34 CFR Parts 100, 104, 106, 110, and 270
45 CFR Part 86
Civil Rights Law §§ 40, 40-c, and 47-b
Education Law §§ 10-18, 313, 2801, 3201, and 3201-a
New York State Human Rights Law, Executive Law § 290 et seq.
8 NYCRR § 100.2
9 NYCRR § 466 et seq.

NOTE:

Refer also to Policies #3281 - Use of Facilities by the Boy Scouts of America and Patriotic
Youth Groups
#3410 - Code of Conduct on School Property
#3420 - Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the District
#3421 - Title IX and Sex Discrimination
#7550 - Dignity for All Students
#7551 - Sexual Harassment of Students
District Code of Conduct

Adoption Date: 05/24/2021
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SAFETY CONDITIONS AND PREVENTION INSTRUCTION

The practice of safety will be considered an integral part of the instructional program through
fire prevention, emergency procedures and drills, driver education, and traffic and pedestrian safety.
Each principal will be responsible for the supervision of a safety program for their school. The safety
program may include, but is not limited to, in-service training, plant inspection, fire prevention,
accident recordkeeping, driver and vehicle safety programs, emergency procedures and drills, and
traffic safety programs relevant to students, employees, and the community. The Board will provide
inspections and supervision of the health and safety aspects of the school facilities.
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) Instruction in Health Education
The Board will provide a health education program that includes appropriate instruction for all
students concerning Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Accurate information
concerning the nature of the disease, methods of transmission, and means of prevention will be
provided in an age-appropriate manner, will be consistent with community values, and will stress that
abstinence is the most appropriate and effective premarital protection against AIDS.
A representative community advisory group consisting of appropriate school personnel, Board
members, parents, religious representatives, and other community members will be established in
order to make recommendations for curriculum content, implementation, and evaluation of an AIDS
instructional program. Appropriate training will be provided for instructional staff.
No student will be required to receive instruction concerning the methods of AIDS prevention if
his or her parent or legal guardian files with the principal a written request that the student not
participate in this instruction, with an assurance that the student will receive this instruction at home.
AIDS instruction in the elementary grades will be taught by the regular classroom teachers,
while this instruction in the middle and high school grades will be a part of the required health
education curriculum.
Hands-Only Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) Instruction
High school students will be provided instruction in hands-only CPR and the use of an AED.
Standards for this instruction will be based on a nationally recognized instructional program that
utilizes the most current guidelines for CPR and emergency cardiovascular care issued by the
American Heart Association or a substantially equivalent organization, that are consistent with the
requirements of the programs adopted by the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross,
and that will incorporate instruction designed to:
a) Recognize the signs of a possible cardiac arrest and to call 911;

Continued
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Provide an opportunity to demonstrate the psychomotor skills necessary to perform handsonly compression CPR; and
Provide awareness in the use of an AED.

The Committee on Special Education or a Multidisciplinary Team, in accordance with Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, may determine, on an individual student basis, if a student with a
disability should be excused from the requirement for instruction in hands-only CPR and the use of
AEDs.
Environmental Conservation Instruction
The Board supports and encourages the development of a District-wide, articulated curriculum of
environmental conservation integrated into other program disciplines.
Fire and Arson Prevention/Injury Prevention/Life Safety Education
District administration will provide instruction in fire and arson prevention, injury prevention,
and life safety education relating to protection against injury or death and property loss or damage as a
result of criminally initiated or other preventable fire.
This instruction will include materials to educate children on the dangers of falsely reporting a
criminal incident, an impending explosion or fire emergency involving danger to life or property, an
impending catastrophe, or a life safety emergency. The Board directs the administration to provide this
instruction for all students for a period of at least 45 minutes during each month that school is in
session.
Student Safety
Instruction in courses in technology education, science, home and career skills, health and safety,
physical education, and art will include and emphasize safety and accident prevention.
Safety instruction will precede the use of materials and equipment by students in applicable units
of work in relevant courses, and instructors will teach and enforce all safety procedures relating to the
particular courses, including wearing protective eye devices during appropriate activities.
Eye Safety
The Superintendent/designee will ensure that eye safety devices are distributed as necessary and
that they are properly repaired, cleaned, and stored to prevent the spread of germs or diseases after use.
Each classroom teacher is responsible for the safe and proper use of all instructional materials and
equipment by students in their classroom.
Emergency Planning
The District will maintain updated plans and operating procedures to be followed in the event of
natural or manmade disasters or enemy attack. Students will be provided instruction to respond
effectively in emergency situations.
Continued
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Instruction on Prevention of Child Abduction
All students in grades K through 8 in District schools will receive instruction designed to prevent
the abduction of children provided by or under the direct supervision of regular classroom teachers.
The Board will provide appropriate training and curriculum materials for the regular classroom
teachers who provide this instruction. However, at the Board's discretion, this instruction may be
provided by any other public or private agency.
The Commissioner of Education will provide technical assistance to assist in developing
curricula for these courses of study which must be age appropriate and developed according to the
needs and abilities of students at successive grade levels in order to provide awareness skills,
information, self-confidence, and support to aid in the prevention of child abduction.
For purposes of developing these courses of study, the Board may establish local advisory
councils or utilize the school-based shared decision making and planning committee established under
the Commissioner's regulations to make recommendations concerning the content and implementation
of these courses. Alternatively, the District may utilize courses of instruction developed by consortia
of school districts, boards of cooperative educational services, other school districts, or any other
public or private agency. The advisory council will consist of, but not be limited to, parents, school
trustees and Board members, appropriate school personnel, business and community representatives,
and law enforcement personnel having experience in the prevention of child abduction.
Instruction on Child Development and Parenting Skills
Instruction regarding child development and parenting skills may be offered by the District. The
curriculum will include instruction on the consequences and prevention of shaken baby syndrome,
which may include the viewing of a video presentation for students in secondary schools.
Education Law §§ 409, 409-a, 807, 807-a, and 906
8 NYCRR Part 136 and § 141.10
AIDS Instruction: 8 NYCRR §§ 135.3(b)(2) and 135.3(c)(2)
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and Automated External Defibrillators:
Education Law §§ 804-C and 804-D; 8 NYCRR § 100.2(c)(11)
Civil Preparedness: New York State Office of Disaster Preparedness
Fire and Arson/Injury Prevention/Life Safety:
Education Law § 808
8 NYCRR § 100.2(c)(6)
Prevention of Child Abduction:
Education Law § 803-a
Student Safety: Education Law § 808 8 NYCRR §§ 107 and 155
Instruction on Child Development and Parenting Skills
Education Law § 804-B

NOTE:

Refer also to Policies #3410 -- Code of Conduct on School Property
District Code of Conduct

Adoption Date:
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL (OCCUPATIONAL) EDUCATION

The District recognizes the need for career and technical (occupational) education and reaffirms
its policy of strengthening available career and technical education programs through utilization of any
available federal and state funds for that purpose and supporting BOCES' programs. Accordingly,
these programs may be offered by the District and/or through a BOCES.
Equal Opportunity
The District prohibits discrimination on the basis of any legally protected class or category
including, but not limited to, race, color, creed, religion, disability, use of a service animal, national
origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, military status, sex, age, and marital status in
any career and technical education program or activity of the District.
Career and technical education programs and activities will be readily accessible to students with
disabilities.
Public Notification
Prior to the beginning of each school year or academic semester, the District will issue an
appropriate public announcement which advises students, parents, employees, and the general public
that career and technical education opportunities will be offered without regard to any legally
protected class or category including, but not limited to: race; color; creed; religion; disability; use of a
service animal; national origin; sexual orientation; gender identity or expression; military status; sex;
age; and marital status. Included in this announcement will be the name, address, telephone number,
and email address of the District's Civil Rights Compliance Officer(s) (CRCO(s)) and Title IX
Coordinator(s).
Grievance Procedure
Various District policies and documents address discrimination. These policies and documents
may include: Policy #3420 -- Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the District; Policy #3421 - Title IX and Sex Discrimination; Policy #7550 -- Dignity for All Students; and the District's Code of
Conduct. All complaints will be handled in accordance with the applicable District policies and/or
documents.
Local Advisory Council
The Board will appoint a Local Advisory Council for Career Education. The Board may, with
BOCES approval, utilize the BOCES Advisory Council as its Local Advisory Council.
Continued
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL (OCCUPATIONAL) EDUCATION
Age Discrimination Act of 1975, 42 USC § 6101 et seq.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 42 USC § 12101 et seq.
Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, 20 USC § 1701 et seq.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC § 790 et seq.
Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC § 2000c et seq.
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC § 2000d et seq.
Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, 20 USC § 1681 et seq.
28 CFR Part 35
34 CFR Parts 100, 104, 106, 110, and 270
45 CFR Part 86
Civil Rights Law §§ 40, 40-c, and 47-b
Education Law Article 93 and §§ 10-18, 313, 2801, 3201, and 3201-a
New York State Human Rights Law, Executive Law § 290 et seq.
8 NYCRR §§ 100.2 and 141 et seq.
9 NYCRR § 466 et seq.

NOTE:

Refer also to Policies #3420 - Non-Discrimination and Anti-Harassment in the District
#3421 - Title IX and Sex Discrimination
#7550 - Dignity for All Students
#7551 - Sexual Harassment of Students
#8130 - Equal Educational Opportunities
District Code of Conduct

Adoption Date: 05/24/2021
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SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM

A District plan for the K-12 school counseling program shall be filed in the District office and
made available for public review. This plan shall be subject to annual review and revised as necessary
in the following areas:
a) Identification of school counseling program objectives;
b) Activities to accomplish the objectives;
c) Identification of staff members and other resources to accomplish the objectives;
d) Provisions for the annual assessment of program results.
School Counseling Program (K-6)
A coordinated school counseling program in grades K-6 shall be developed and implemented to:
a) Prepare students to participate effectively in their current and future educational programs;
b) Help those students exhibiting any attendance, academic, behavioral or adjustment problems;
c) Educate students concerning avoidance of child sexual abuse; and
d) Encourage parental involvement.
School Counseling Program (7-12)
A coordinated school counseling program in Grades 7-12 shall be developed and implemented
including the following activities and services:
a) Each student's educational progress and career plans will be reviewed annually;
b) Instruction at each grade level to help students learn about various careers and career
planning skills;
c) Other advisory and counseling assistance which will benefit students such as: helping
students develop and implement postsecondary education and career plans; helping those
students exhibiting any behavioral or adjustment problems; and encouraging parental
involvement;
d) Employment of personnel certified or licensed as school counselors.
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations; (NYCRR) Section 100.2

Adoption Date:

03/17/2020
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM

The Board recognizes the right of a teacher to discuss any social, economic, or political problem
as well as the right of a student to explore any field or hold any belief without interference from the
teacher, as long as it does not disrupt the educational process.
The Board believes, however, that freedom carries with it responsibility. Academic freedom also
carries with it academic responsibility that is determined by the basic ideals, goals, and institutions of
the local community as they are expressed in the goals and objectives of the District.
As a consequence of its responsibility to guarantee academic freedom to both students and
teachers, the Board expects that:
a) All classroom studies will be curriculum-related, factual, objective, and impartial;
b) Teachers will create and maintain an atmosphere of open-mindedness and tolerance;
c) Teachers will not attempt, directly or indirectly, to limit or control students' judgment
concerning any issue, but will make certain that full and fair consideration is given to the
subject and that facts are carefully examined as to their accuracy and interpretation.

Adoption Date:

04/21/2020
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SUBJECT:

PATRIOTISM, CITIZENSHIP, AND HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

In order to promote a spirit of patriotic and civil service and obligation, as well as to foster in
students of the District moral and intellectual qualities which are essential in preparing them to meet
the obligations of citizenship, the Board requires students attending District schools, over the age of
eight years, to attend instructional courses in patriotism, citizenship, civic education and values, our
shared history of diversity, the role of religious tolerance in this country, and human rights issues, with
particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery (including the Freedom Trail
and Underground Railroad), the Holocaust, and the mass starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850.
The Board also directs that all students attending District schools in grades 8 through 12 receive
instruction in the history, meaning, significance and effect of the United States Constitution, the New
York State Constitution, and the Declaration of Independence.
The curricula for these courses must include the subjects specified by the Board of Regents and
be for the period of instruction, as mandated by the Regents, which is necessary in these subjects in
each of the appropriate grades.
One week during each school year a uniform course of exercises will be provided to teach
students, in an age appropriate manner, the purpose, meaning, and importance of the Bill of Rights
Articles in the United States and New York State Constitutions. These exercises will be in addition to
the above required courses.
In addition, since the District receives Federal Funds for a fiscal year, it will hold an educational
program on the United States Constitution on September 17th of each year for the students in the
District to commemorate the September 17, 1787 signing of the Constitution, known as Constitution
Day and Citizenship Day. However, when September 17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, this
day will be held during the preceding or following week.
The Board directs that the above named subjects, as mandated by law, be addressed in the
instructional curricula provided by the District.

Education Law § 801
36 USC § 106

NOTE:

Refer also to Policy #8242 - Civility, Citizenship, and Character Education/Interpersonal
Violence Prevention Education

Adoption Date: 09/28/2020
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CIVILITY, CITIZENSHIP AND CHARACTER EDUCATION/
INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION

Civility, Citizenship and Character Education
The Board recognizes that teaching students respect, civility and understanding toward others, as
well as the practice and reinforcement of appropriate behavior and values of our society, is an
important function of the District.
The District wishes to foster an environment where students exhibit behavior that promotes
positive educational practices, allows students to grow socially and academically, and encourages
healthy dialogue in respectful ways. By presenting teachers and staff as positive role models, the
District stresses positive communication and discourages disrespectful treatment. This policy is not
intended to deprive and/or restrict any student of his/her right to freedom of expression but, rather,
seeks to maintain, to the extent possible and reasonable, a safe, harassment free and educationally
conducive environment for our students and staff.
Furthermore, the District shall ensure that the course of instruction in grades K through 12
includes a component on civility, citizenship and character education in accordance with Education
Law, with an emphasis on discouraging acts of harassment, bullying and/or discrimination. Character
education is the deliberate effort to help students understand, care about, and act upon core ethical
values.
Character education shall instruct students on the principles of:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

Honesty;
Tolerance;
Personal responsibility;
Respect for others;
Awareness and sensitivity to discrimination and/or harassment as defined in the Dignity for
All Students Act;
Civility in relation to people of different races, weights, national origins, ethnic groups,
religions, religious practices, physical or mental abilities, sexual orientations, genders or
sexes;
Observance of laws and rules;
Courtesy;
Continued
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CIVILITY, CITIZENSHIP AND CHARACTER EDUCATION/
INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION

Dignity, and other traits which will enhance the quality of students' experiences in, and
contributions to, the community; and
Safe and responsible use of the Internet and electronic communications.

As determined by the Board of Regents, and as further enumerated in Commissioner's
Regulations, the components of character education shall be incorporated in existing District curricula
as applicable.
The District encourages the involvement of staff, students, parents and community members in
the implementation and reinforcement of character education in the schools.
Interpersonal Violence Prevention Education
The District may utilize the interpersonal violence prevention education package provided by the
State Education Department. These materials will be incorporated as part of the health or other related
curricula or programs for students in grades K through 12.
Education Law Sections 801 and 801-a
Education Law Section 801-a, 804(4)
8 NYCRR 100.2(2)(c)(2)

Adoption Date:
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
The Board believes that positive parent and family engagement is essential to student
achievement, and thus encourages such involvement in school educational planning and operations.
Parent and family engagement may take place either in the classroom or during extra-curricular
activities. However, the Board also encourages parent and family engagement at home (e.g., planned
home reading time, informal learning activities, and/or homework “contracts” between parents, family
members and children). The Board directs the Superintendent to develop a home-school
communications program in an effort to encourage all forms of parent and family engagement.
District-wide Parent and Family Engagement
Consistent with the parent and family engagement goals of Title I, the District will develop and
implement programs, activities and procedures that encourage and support the participation of parents
and family members of students eligible for Title I services in all aspects of their child’s education.
The Board also will ensure that all of its schools receiving Title I, Part A funds develop and implement
school level parent and family engagement procedures, as further required by federal law.
For purposes of this policy, parental involvement refers to the participation of parents in
regular, two-way, and meaningful communication, involving student academic learning and other
school activities.
At a minimum, parent and family engagement programs, activities and procedures at both the
district and individual school level must ensure that parents and family members:
• Play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;
• Are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school; and
• Are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decisionmaking and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child.
District and school level Title I parent and family engagement programs, activities and
procedures will provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family members
(including those who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities,
and parents and family members of migratory children.)
As further required by federal law, parents and family members of students eligible for Title I
services will be provided an opportunity to participate in the development of the district’s Title I plan,
and to submit comments regarding any aspect of the plan that is not satisfactory to them.
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Development of school level parent and family engagement approaches
The Superintendent will ensure that all district schools receiving federal financial funding are
provided technical assistance and all other support necessary to assist them in planning and
implementing effective parent and family engagement programs and activities that improve student
achievement and school performance.
Building capacity for parental involvement
To build parent capacity for strong parental involvement to improve their child’s academic
achievement, the district will, at a minimum:
a) Assist parents in understanding such topics as the state’s challenging academic standards,
state and local academic assessments, Title I requirements, how to monitor their child’s
progress and how to work with educators to improve the achievement of their child.
b) Provide materials and training to help parents work to improve their child’s academic
achievement such as literacy training and using technology (including education about the
harms of copyright piracy).
c) Educate its teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals and other
school leaders, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in understanding the value
and utility of a parent’s contributions and on how to:
• reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners;
• implement and coordinate parent programs; and
• build ties between parents and the schools.
d)
Ensure that information related to school and parent-related programs, meetings and
other activities is sent to the parents of children participating in Title I programs in an
understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats, upon request, and to the
extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.
Coordination of parental involvement strategies
The district will coordinate and integrate strategies adopted to comply with Title I, Part A
parental involvement requirements with other Federal, State, and local programs, including public
preschool programs.
Review of district wide parent and family engagement policy
The Board, along with the Superintendent, other appropriate staff, and parents and family
members, will conduct an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parent and family
engagement policy. This evaluation will include the identification of barriers to greater participation
by parents and family members in activities under this policy and the revisions necessary for a more
effective involvement for parent and family member engagement.
20 USC §§6318(a)(2); 7801(38), Every Student Succeeds Act (§1116 of the Elementary & Secondary Education Act)
U.S. Department of Education, Parental Involvement, Title I, Part A, Non-Regulatory Guidance, April 23, 2004
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SUBJECT: INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY
The Board recognizes its responsibility to further the District's educational goals through
the use of appropriate and high quality technology.
Continuing advances in technology are bringing about changes that have an increasing
impact on the way we obtain, process, evaluate and use information. Therefore, the District is
committed to:
a)

A comprehensive staff development program to ensure appropriate and effective use of
technology.

b)

The preparation of students to utilize multiple types of technology.

c)

The integration of technology within and across all curriculum areas.

d)

The equitable distribution and access to technological equipment and materials for all
students.

e)

The promotion of technology as an alternative to traditional methods of gathering,
organizing and synthesizing information.

f)

The provision of sufficient funds, within the budgetary constraints of the Board, for
the implementation of technology instruction.

The Board directs the Superintendent/designee to assess the technological needs of the
District's instructional program, research and review current materials and make
recommendations to the Board.
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SUBJECT: INTERNET SAFETY/INTERNET CONTENT FILTERING
In compliance with the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and Regulations of the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), the District has adopted and will enforce this Internet safety
policy that ensures the use of technology protection measures (i.e., filtering or blocking of access to
certain material on the Internet) on all District computers with Internet access. Such technology
protection measures apply to Internet access by both adults and minors with regard to visual
depictions that are obscene, child pornography, or, with respect to the use of computers by minors,
considered harmful to such students. The District will provide for the education of students regarding
appropriate online behavior including interacting with other individuals on social networking
websites and regarding cyberbullying and predator awareness. The education provided to all students
will be of a generic nature and will be focused on information to protect all students from the inherent
dangers of internet communication. Further, appropriate monitoring of online activities of minors, as
determined by the building/program supervisor, will also be enforced to ensure the safety of students
when accessing the Internet.
Further, the Board's decision to utilize technology protection measures and other safety
procedures for staff and students when accessing the Internet fosters the educational mission of the
schools including the selection of appropriate teaching/instructional materials and activities to
enhance the schools' programs; and to help ensure the safety of personnel and students while online.
However, no filtering technology can guarantee that staff and students will be prevented from
accessing all inappropriate locations. Proper safety procedures, as deemed appropriate by the
applicable administrator/program supervisor, will be provided to ensure compliance with the CIPA.
In addition to the use of technology protection measures, the monitoring of online activities and
access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet may include, but shall not be limited to, the
following guidelines:
a) Ensuring the presence of teacher and/or other appropriate District personnel when students
are accessing the Internet including, but not limited to, the supervision of minors when
using electronic mail, instant messaging and other forms of direct electronic
communications. As determined by the appropriate building administrator, the use of
email, as well as social networking websites, may be blocked as deemed necessary to
ensure the safety of such students;
b) Monitoring logs of access in order to keep track of the web sites visited by students as a
measure to restrict access to materials harmful to minors;
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SUBJECT: INTERNET SAFETY/INTERNET CONTENT FILTERING POLICY
c)

d)

In compliance with this Internet Safety Policy as well as the District's Acceptable Use
Policy, unauthorized access (including so-called "hacking") and other unlawful activities
by minors are prohibited by the District; and student violations of such policies may result
in disciplinary action; and
Appropriate supervision and notification to minors regarding the prohibition as to
unauthorized disclosure, use and dissemination of personal identification information
regarding such students.

The determination of what is "inappropriate" for minors shall be determined by the District
and/or designated school official(s). It is acknowledged that the determination of such "inappropriate"
material may vary depending upon the circumstances of the situation and the age of the students
involved in online research.
The terms "minor," "child pornography," "harmful to minors," "obscene," "technology
protection measure, " "sexual act," and "sexual contact" will be as defined in accordance with CIPA
and other applicable laws/regulations as may be appropriate and implemented pursuant to the
District's educational mission.
Under certain specified circumstances, the blocking or filtering technology measure(s) may be
disabled for adults engaged in bona fide research or other lawful purposes. The power to disable can
only be exercised by an administrator, supervisor, or other person authorized by the School District.
The School District shall provide certification, pursuant to the requirements of CIPA, to
document the District's adoption and enforcement of its Internet Safety Policy, including the
operation and enforcement of technology protection measures (i.e., blocking/filtering of access to
certain material on the Internet) for all School District computers with Internet access.
Internet Safety Instruction
In accordance with New York State Education Law, the School District may provide, to students
in grades K through 12, instruction designed to promote the proper and safe use of the Internet. The
Commissioner shall provide technical assistance to assist in the development of curricula for such
course of study which shall be age appropriate and developed according to the needs and abilities of
students at successive grade levels in order to provide awareness, skills, information and support to
aid in the safe usage of the Internet.
Under the Protecting Children in the 21st Century Act, students will also be educated on
appropriate interactions with other individuals on social networking websites as well as cyberbullying
and predator awareness.
Continued
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Access to Harmful Content/Material and Use of Personal Technology or Electronic Devices
Despite the existence of District policy, regulations and guidelines, it is virtually impossible to
completely prevent access to content or material that may be considered harmful for students.
Students may have the ability to access such content or material from their home, other locations off
school premises and/or with a student's own personal technology or electronic device on school
grounds or at school events.
The District is not responsible for inappropriate or harmful content or material accessed via a
student's own personal technology or electronic device or via an unfiltered Internet connection
received through a student's own personal technology or electronic device.
Notification/Authorization
The District's Acceptable Use Policy and accompanying Regulations will be disseminated to
parents and students in order to provide notice of the school's requirements, expectations, and
student's obligations when accessing the Internet.
The District has provided reasonable public notice and has held at least one (l) public hearing or
meeting to address the proposed Internet Safety/Content Filtering Policy prior to Board adoption.
Furthermore, appropriate actions will be taken to ensure the ready availability to the public of the
District's Internet Content Filtering/Safety Policy, as well as any other District policies relating to the
use of technology. Additional public notice and a hearing or meeting is not necessary when
amendments are made to the Internet Safety Policy in the future. The District's Internet
Safety/Internet Content Filtering Policy must be made available to the FCC upon request.
The Internet Safety/Internet Content Filtering Policy is required to be retained by the school for
at least five (5) years after the funding year in which the policy was relied upon to obtain E-rate
funding.

47 United States Code (USC) Sections 254(h) and 2540);
47 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 54 Education Law Section 814

NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7315 - Student Use of Computerized Information Resources
(Acceptable Use)
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SUBJECT:

INSTRUCTION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

The District recognizes its responsibility to ensure that students of foreign birth or ancestry who
are identified as English Language Learners (ELLs) are provided with an appropriate bilingual
education or English as a New Language (ENL) program.
The District has developed a comprehensive plan to meet the educational needs of ELLs. The
plan will be kept on file in the District and submitted to the Commissioner of Education prior to the
start of each school year. The plan includes:
a)

The District's philosophy regarding the education of ELLs;

b)

The District's administrative practices and procedures to screen, identify, and place ELLs
in appropriate programs;

c)

The District's plan to provide parents and other persons in parental relation with
information about all bilingual education and ENL programs available in the District and
notices regarding program placement and the rights of parents or persons in parental
relation in the language or mode of communication they best understand;

d)

The District's system to annually measure and track the academic progress and English
language proficiency of ELLs and use of data to drive instruction;

e)

A description of the District's curricular and extracurricular services provided to ELLs;

f)

The District's administrative practices to annually evaluate ELLs;

g)

The District's procedure to identify support services for ELLs;

h)

The District's policies and procedures regarding ELLs who are students with disabilities;

i)

The District's procedures to exit
inconsistent/interrupted formal education;

j)

The District's services to support former ELLs.

ELLs

including

those

students

with

Additionally, the District will provide professional learning to all teachers, level III teaching
assistants, and administrators that specifically addresses the needs of ELLs. For school business
leaders, the District will provide professional learning related to the needs of ELLs and the federal,
state, and local mandates for ELLs.
The Superintendent will ensure that all data, including plans, assurances, and reports as required
by the Commissioner's regulations, is submitted to the State Education Department in a timely
manner.
Education Law § 3204; 8 NYCRR Parts 117 and 154 and § 100.2(g)
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SUBJECT:

PURPOSE AND SELECTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

The purpose of instructional materials shall be to implement, enrich, and support the educational
program of the school.
Instructional materials should contribute to the development of positive character and intellectual
development of the students.
The Board shall provide the faculty and students in the District with such instructional materials
as are educationally needed and financially feasible to make the instructional program meaningful to
students of all levels of ability. In addition, the Board will ensure that all instructional materials will be
made available in a usable alternative format for each student with a disability at the same time as such
instructional materials are available to non-disabled students. The alternative format must meet the
National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) defined in federal law.
The Board delegates the primary responsibility for the selection of instructional materials to the
Superintendent and the professional staff.
Any criticism of instructional materials that are in the schools must be submitted in writing to the
Building Principal.

Education Law Sections 701, 703 and 704
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SUBJECT:

SELECTION OF LIBRARY AND AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

A school library/library media center shall be established and maintained in each school district.
The library in each elementary and secondary school shall meet the needs of the pupils, and shall
provide an adequate complement to the instructional program in the various areas of the curriculum.
Each school district shall also employ a certified school Library Media Specialist, unless equivalent
service is provided by an alternative arrangement approved by the Commissioner.
The Board agrees that the responsibility of the school library is:
a) To provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration
the varied interests, abilities and maturity levels of the students served.
b) To provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation,
aesthetic values and ethical standards.
c) To provide a background of information that will enable students to make intelligent
judgments in their daily lives.
d) To provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young citizens may
develop, under guidance, the practice of critical reading and thinking.
e) To provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and
their contribution to our American heritage.
f) To place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection of
materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive collection appropriate for
the users of the library.
In interpreting these principles, the following will apply:
a) Broad and varied collections will be developed systematically by the Library Media
Specialist, based on recommendations of the professional staff and suggestions of students
and parents. Final approval will be made by the Building Principal.
b) Qualitative standards of selection involving factual accuracy, authoritativeness, artistic
quality and appeal will be applied by Library Media Specialists before purchases are
made.
c) Materials will not be excluded because of the race, nationality, political opinions or
religious views of the author.
d) Materials will be continuously re-evaluated in relation to changing curriculum and
instructional needs. Worn out, outdated materials will be discarded.
Education Law Section 207 - 8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Sections 21.4, 91.1, 91.2
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SUBJECT:

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

Controversial issues may be studied as part of the curriculum and teachers shall present these
issues in their classrooms in an impartial and objective manner.
Teachers wishing to call upon outside speakers in the presentation of controversial issues are
required to obtain the approval of the principal who shall keep in mind the obligation for presenting
opposing views as well, and who shall inform the Superintendent prior to the presentation.
It is recognized that parents and citizens of the community have a right to protest to the school
administration when convinced that unfair and prejudiced presentations are being made by the teacher.
In considering such protests, the Superintendent shall provide for a hearing so that both parties may
fairly express their views. If requested, the Superintendent's decision may be appealed to the Board.
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Textbooks
The term "textbook" refers to a book supplied to a student for a fixed period of time for his or her
personal use and basic to the study of a subject. The Board will make provision for funds to be
budgeted for the purchase of textbooks and related instructional materials.
Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board will approve the textbooks to be
used. Textbooks, once approved, cannot be superseded within a period of five years except by a 3/4
vote of the Board.
The District will be responsible to ensure that each student who requires instructional materials in
an alternate format will receive it in a timely manner and in a format that meets NIMAS standards.
Students will be required to pay for lost books or for excessive damage to books.
Textbooks for Resident Students Attending Private Schools
Resident students attending private schools will be supplied non-sectarian textbooks in
accordance with the requirements of Education Law. The District may ask for evidence that the
selected textbook is used in one or more public school districts in the state. This evidence may include
an authenticated list of public school districts using the textbook from the publisher.
Workbooks
The term "workbook" refers to the type of book that provides spaces to write in and is consumed
each year. It is usually paper-covered and designed to be used in connection with a textbook. The
Board must approve the expenditure of funds for the purchase of workbooks and manuals.
Calculators
The District can require students to provide their own "supplies" such as pencils, pens, paper, etc.
Calculators do not fall into this category and must be considered like classroom teaching materials for
which the District is authorized to levy a tax. In addition, the District may purchase, and must still
provide, calculators even if operating under a contingent budget if the calculators are required for
participation in an educational program. The New York State Education Department requires the use
of calculators for intermediate and high school level mathematics and science assessments. Students
will not be charged for a calculator or otherwise required to purchase one in order to participate in an
educational program of the District.
Continued
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Instructional Computer Hardware
Loan to Students Attending Nonpublic Schools in the District
In accordance with applicable law and regulations, the District will loan instructional computer
hardware, upon request of an individual or a group of individual students, to all students legally
attending nonpublic elementary or secondary schools located in the District.
Instructional computer hardware will be loaned free of charge, subject to rules and regulations as
are or may be prescribed by the Board of Regents and school authorities, and will be required for use
as a learning aid in a particular class or program. Instructional computer hardware containing
computer software programs which are religious in nature or content will not be purchased or loaned
by the District.
The District is not required to loan instructional computer hardware to nonpublic school students
in excess of that acquired in accordance with Education Law Section 753 and will be loaned on an
equitable basis to children attending nonpublic schools in the District and to students with disabilities
residing in the District who attend approved programs. However, the District will not be required to
loan instructional computer hardware purchased with local or federal funds or with state funds, other
than Instructional Computer Hardware Aid funds.
School authorities will specify a date by which written requests for the purchase and loan of
instructional computer hardware must be received by the District. This date will not be earlier than the
first day of June of the school year prior to that for which instructional computer hardware is being
requested. For a child not attending a nonpublic school prior to June first, the parent or guardian may
submit a written request for instructional computer hardware within 30 days after the child is enrolled
in the nonpublic school. In no event, however, will a request made later than the times otherwise
provided in accordance with Education Law Section 754 be denied where a reasonable explanation is
given for the delay in making the request. All nonpublic schools in the District will be notified of the
specified date.
The form of request used by a lending District may provide for a guarantee by a parent or
guardian for the return of the hardware or, in the case of loss or damage, for payment of its value.
20 USC § 1474(e)(3)(B)
Education Law §§ 2(12), 701 et seq., 753, 754, 3602(6), 3602(26), 4401(2)(c), 4401(2)(e), 4401(2)(g),
4401(2)(i) and 4401(2)(l)
8 NYCRR §§ 21.3, 100.12, and 175.25

NOTE:

Refer also to Policy #5410 - Purchasing
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SUBJECT:

USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS

It is the intent of the Board to abide by the provisions of the United States Copyright Law (Title
17 United States Code Section 101 et seq.).
All employees and students are prohibited from copying materials not specifically allowed by the
copyright law, fair use guidelines, licenses or contractual agreements, or the permission of the
copyright proprietor.
Any person who willfully disregards the copyright policy shall be in violation of Federal
Copyright Laws and District policy and shall assume all liability.
A copyright officer may be appointed by the Superintendent to provide information for all
personnel regarding current copyright law and to maintain copyright records. The copyright officer
will also serve as the designated agent registered with the U.S. Copyright Office to expeditiously
respond to any notices of claimed copyright infringement.
Regulations and procedures shall be developed by the administration detailing what can and
cannot be copied. Appropriate copyright notices will be placed on or near all equipment used for
duplication.

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA)
17 United States Code (USC) Sections 101 et seq., 512 and 1201 et seq.
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RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION IN THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM

The Board acknowledges the importance of religion to the understanding of society and the
richness of the human experience. In approaching the teaching about religion in the school, the
District will be guided by three concepts when making decisions about the appropriateness of
activities for inclusion in the school program: the activity should have a secular purpose; the activity
should neither advance nor inhibit religion; and the activity must not foster an excessive entanglement
of "government" with religion.
Nurturing the development of knowledge and respect for the rights of all cultural and religious
groups is a continuing goal of the District. Students, faculty and administration are reminded of the
pluralism of religious beliefs and are urged to be conscious of and respect the sensitivity of others.
Opportunities to learn about cultural and religious traditions should be provided within the
framework of the curriculum. Information about religious and cultural holidays and traditions
focusing on how and when they are celebrated, their origins and histories should be part of this
instruction. This educational opportunity should be handled with great care, sensitivity and respect for
the feelings and beliefs of individuals.
An environment should be created and encouraged where students of various ethnic backgrounds
feel comfortable in sharing comments about their religious and cultural traditions. No student should
be singled out to share or participate in such discussions solely on the basis of that student's
identification with the cultural/religious heritage being addressed. A student's preference not to share
or participate in such discussions should be honored and respected without penalty.
School Activities Related to Religious Holidays or Themes
School activities related to the teaching about religious holidays or themes must be consistent
with, representative of, and congruent with the District's curriculum.
In planning school activities related to the teaching about religious holidays or themes, special
effort must be made to ensure that the activity is not devotional and that students of all faiths can join
without feeling they are betraying their own beliefs.
In planning school activities related to the teaching about religious holidays or themes, age
appropriate activities are encouraged within the framework of the curriculum. Teaching about
religious and cultural holidays may include such special activities as parties and special foods, if they
reinforce educational goals.
Symbols in the Schools
The purpose of using religious symbols should be to teach about religious concepts and
traditions, and to convey historical or cultural content, not to promote or celebrate religious concepts,
events or holidays.
Continued
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RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION IN THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM

Music in the Schools
The purpose of using religious music should be to teach musical concepts, to convey historical
and cultural content, or to create aesthetic experiences in a setting which emphasizes artistic
expression and educational value, not to promote or to celebrate a religious faith.
District Calendar
In developing the school calendar, every effort will be made to take into account the principal
days of religious obligation. When a religious holiday has been omitted from the school calendar,
students affected will be legally excused.
The days on which members of a religious group may be absent to observe a religious holiday
(legal absence) will be noted on the school planning calendar and the District calendar distributed to
parents/guardians. Out of respect for a student's observance of these holidays, teachers will be
sensitive to the needs of the student by allowing them to make up all class work, homework, and tests
without penalty. Parents/guardians are encouraged to notify the school prior to the absence in order to
assist the staff in instructional planning and in meeting the needs of the student.
Curriculum Areas In Conflict With Religious Beliefs
Students shall be given the option to be excused from participating in those parts of an activity,
program, or area of instruction involving a religious theme which conflicts with their own religious
beliefs or that of their parents/guardians in accordance with applicable law and regulations.
Alternatives may be provided that are of comparable instructional value.
Implementation
Administrative regulations will be developed to implement the terms of this policy. Further, the
District shall publicize and disseminate this policy in order to ensure community, faculty, student, and
parental/guardian awareness.
United States Constitution, First Amendment
Equal Access Act, 20 United States Code (U.S.C.) Sections 4071-4074
Section 9524 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
Education Law Sections 1609(9) and (10), 1709(1) and (3), 3204(5) and 3210
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Sections 16.2 and 109.2

NOTE:

Refer also to Policies #8310 – Purchase of Instructional Materials
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SUBJECT:

ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOL (INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES)

Observation and experimentation with living organisms and animals gives students unique
perspectives of life processes. Animals and animal materials should be used respectfully and for the
purpose of meeting course objectives.
The Board, in recognizing the educational uses of animals in the classroom, requires that
permission be obtained from the Building Principal before animals are brought into the school or
classrooms. It is the Principal's responsibility to ensure that there is an appropriate educational purpose
if any animal is housed in a classroom. The principal shall also ensure that notice is provided to
parents when an animal is brought into or housed in a classroom. The notice shall specify the type of
animal and the time that it is expected to be present in the classroom. The notice shall also advise
parents to contact the school if their child has any allergies or other health conditions that may be
affected by the animal’s presence. Animals are not to be transported on school buses with the
exception of animals certified to assist persons with disabilities.
Study and Care of Live Animals
It shall be the responsibility of the Principal or his/her designee to develop a plan of care
for those animals housed in school in the event of an emergency school closing or in the event the
animals remain in the classroom on days when school is not in session.
Dissection of Animals
Any student expressing a moral or religious objection to the performance or witnessing of the
dissection of an animal, either wholly or in part, shall be provided the opportunity to undertake and
complete an alternative project approved by the student's teacher; provided, however, that such
objection is substantiated in writing by the student's parent or legal guardian. An alternate activity
clearly related to and of comparable rigor will be assigned in lieu of laboratory dissection. Some
examples of alternate activities include the use of computer simulations or research. Students who
perform alternative projects shall not be penalized.
Instruction in the Humane Treatment of Animals
Students in elementary school must receive instruction in the humane treatment and protection of
animals and the importance of the part they play in the economy of nature as well as the necessity of
controlling the proliferation of animals that are subsequently abandoned and caused to suffer extreme
cruelty. Such instruction shall be for a period of time as specified by the Board of Regents and may be
joined with work in literature, reading, language, nature study, or ethnology.
Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 United States
Code (USC) Section 12101 et. seq.
Education Law Section 809
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Section 100.2(c)(8)
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SUBJECT:

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

The Board may support a program of community education classes which will meet the
requirements outlined by the Commissioner's Regulations and the Education Laws.
Courses to be offered shall depend upon the regular assessment of community needs. The
curriculum shall be kept flexible at all times in order to satisfy the intellectual, social, vocational, and
recreational needs of the community.
The community education program will be administered by the Superintendent/designee and
shall be self-supporting through the collection of appropriate fees as well as through state aid, federal
aid, and other non-district revenue.
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Sections 157.1 and 157.2
Education Law Sections 4602 and 4604
20 USCA Sections 1203 et. seq.
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SUBJECT:

OPENING EXERCISES

The Board directs the administration to include the Pledge of Allegiance as part of the opening
exercises in all the schools. Under certain circumstances, such as religious conviction, students may
be excused from this requirement as a protection of their Constitutional rights.

Education Law Section 802
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SUBJECT:

INDEPENDENT STUDY

Independent study, for credit, will be available to meet the individual needs of students in grades
9 through 12. The Principal, after consultation with relevant faculty, shall award credit to the student
based on successful completion of the independent study and demonstrated mastery of the learning
outcomes of the subject.
Students enrolled in the District, may earn a maximum of three (3) units of elective credit
towards a Regents diploma through independent study. The student's participation in independent
study shall be approved by a school-based panel consisting of, at a minimum, the Principal, a teacher
in the subject area for which independent credit is sought, and a school counselor or administrator.
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Section 100.5(9)
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SUBJECT:

HOMEWORK

The Board acknowledges the educational validity of homework as an adjunct to and extension
of the instructional program of the schools. "Homework" shall refer to those assignments to be
prepared by the student outside of the school or independently while in attendance at school.
Teachers are cautioned to avoid overloading students with excessively lengthy homework
assignments or with "empty" assignments. Planning homework assignments should be give as much
care as the planning of any other aspect of a lesson. An assignment important enough to be done must
be considered worthy of teacher evaluation.
Homework, when given, shall be assigned according to these guidelines:
•

Homework should be a properly planned part of the curriculum extending and reinforcing the
learning experience of the school.

•

The amount of homework assigned to students should be different from elementary to middle
to high school. If homework is assigned, it should be commented on with timely and specific
feedback.

•

Homework should help children learn by providing practice in the mastery of skills, an
opportunity to prepare new content, or a chance to elaborate on content that has been
introduced in class.

•

Homework should help develop the student's sense of responsibility by providing an
opportunity for the exercise of independent work and judgment.

•

The number, frequency, and degree of difficulty of homework assignments should be based on
the abilities, and age of the student. However, the grade given for the homework is dependent
on the student's performance.

•

As a valid education tool, the purpose of homework should be clearly identified and
articulated.

The appropriate weighting of homework in the student’s overall grade should be developed by
each building.
The Board believes that parental involvement in students' homework is essential to making
homework an integral part of the educational program. Parents are expected to encourage and monitor
homework assignments and, to the extent possible, provide conditions that are conducive to their
successful completion. Parental involvement in the completion of assignments, however, should be
kept to a minimum.
•
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Instruction
SUBJECT:

HOME TUTORING (HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION)

Resident children attending public or nonpublic schools who are unable to attend school because
of physical, mental or emotional illness or injury as substantiated by a licensed physician are eligible
to be instructed at home or in a hospital by an appropriately certified teacher provided by the District.
These students will be provided with such instruction in accordance with New York State Education
Law and Commissioner's Regulations.
Procedures for students requiring home tutoring shall be developed under the direction of the
Superintendent/designee.

Education Law Sections 1604(20), 1709(24), 3202 and 4401
8 NYCRR Section 175.21
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Instruction
SUBJECT:

FIELD TRIPS

The Board recognizes that field trips are an educationally sound and important ingredient in the
instructional program of the schools.
For purposes of this policy, a field trip shall be defined as any journey by a group of students
away from the school premises, under the supervision of a teacher, which is an integral part of an
approved course of study and conducted for the purpose of affording a first-hand educational
experience not available in the classroom.
Field trips are a part of the curriculum of the schools, and student conduct and attendance on
field trips are governed by the same rules that govern regular classroom activities. The District shall
obtain written parental/guardian permission for students going on school-sponsored field trips.
The Superintendent shall prepare procedures for the operation of a field trip activity. Field trip
support shall be reviewed by the Board during its budget deliberations. Regardless of the fiscal support
for field trips, the rules of the District for approval and conduct of such trips
shall apply.
The Superintendent/designee may cancel previously approved field trips due to extenuating
circumstances.
Education Law 1804
Education Law 1879
Education Law 2023

NOTE: Also see Policy #5710 - Transportation Program
Policy #7310 - School Conduct and Discipline
District Code of Conduct
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HOME INSTRUCTION (HOME SCHOOLING)

The District will cooperate with parents who wish to provide home instruction for their children.
The child who is educated at home should receive an education in a manner consistent with an
educational plan and at least substantially equivalent to that given to students of like age and
attainments in the local public schools. The required subjects should be taught in a competent,
systematic, and sequential manner, specifically in relation to the required courses as enumerated in
Commissioner's Regulation Section 100.10.
Primary responsibility for determining compliance with Commissioner's Regulations addressing
home instruction rests with the Superintendent of the school district in which a home-instructed
student resides.
Provision of Services to Home-Instructed Students
They are not awarded a high school diploma. A high school diploma may only be awarded to a
student enrolled in a registered secondary school who has completed all program requirements set by
the Board of Regents, or the District.
a)

Extracurricular Participation
Students instructed at home are not eligible to participate in interscholastic sports.
Commissioner's Regulations mandate that only students enrolled in the public school are allowed
to participate in interscholastic sports. The District may permit home-instructed students to
participate in extracurricular activities if requested in writing, to the Superintendent, by the
student’s parents and approved by the District.

b)

Textbooks and Materials
The District may provide textbooks and other materials to home-instructed students if requested,
in writing to the Superintendent, by the student’s parents and approved by the District.

c)

Health Services
The District is not required to furnish health services.

d)

Remedial Programs
The District is not responsible for providing remedial programs.
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HOME INSTRUCTION (HOME SCHOOLING)

e)

Career and Technical/Gifted Education
The District is not authorized to provide Career and technical education nor programs for the
Gifted to home-instructed students.

f)

Special Education Services
Solely for the purpose of Education Law Section 3602-c, home-instructed students with
disabilities are deemed to be students enrolled in and attending a non-public school, which
enables them to receive special education services.
The Committee on Special Education (CSE) will develop an Individualized Education Services
Program (IESP) for the student. The IESP shall be developed in the same manner and with the
same content as an IEP. The Board of Education will determine a location where special
education services are to be provided to a home-instructed student. This location may, but is not
required to be, in the student's home.

g)

Use of School Facilities
Students instructed at home shall not be allowed to use school facilities, except as provided for
community organizations in Policy #3280 –Use of School Facilities, Materials and Equipment.

Education Law Sections 3204, 3205, 3210(2), 3212(2), 3240-42, 3602-c, 3602-c(2-c), and 4402
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) Sections 100.10, 135.4(c)(7)(ii)(b)(2) and 200.2(a)
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