Board Notes
Past Events
●
●

●

●

●

●

●

Tuesday, May 22, 2018

The New York State Math Test was given on May 1 and May 2. Students who were not on the refusal list
were able to make up the test through May 7.
On Wednesday, May 2, students participating in the 8th Grade Honors Program were invited to Niagara
University to observe NU students from Dr. Vermette’s methods class as they presented their final

projects. A huge “thank you” to Niagara University, Mrs. Tammy Bruno, Assistant
Dean and Director of
Graduate Education, and Dr. Paul Vermette and his Methods students for hosting us. Students were also
treated to lunch at Clay Hall and were able to go through the cafeteria line for the true college experience!
Students also had the opportunity to meet Regent Collins and invite her to the 8th grade Honors Capstone
Presentations at Niagara University on Wednesday, June 30 from 6-8pm in the Academic Complex Room
350. Mark your calendars!
On Friday, May 4, students from 6th Grade White team participated in the culminating DARE graduation.
Congratulations to Alex Vanderlip, Elliana Winstanley, Anna Jackson, Honorable Mention, Jacob Merlino,
for their winning essays. Officer Stafford and K-9 Officer Taser came in on May 9th to demonstrate for the
students as part of the culmination of our DARE program for the year. Thank you to both for there service
and connections with our students!
Mr. Suita’s and Mrs. Maggi’s 2nd grade classes collaborated on a project for Father’s Day with Mr.
Hoover’s and Mrs. Smith’s classes on May 15 & 16. The second grade students visited the Middle School
and made salt dough ornaments with the assistance of students from Mr. Hoover’s Family and Consumer
Science 6th grade classes and Mrs. Smith’s students. Older students assisted the younger students in
measuring, pouring and integration of math components in a project that students will present on Father’s
Day.
Our 7th graders are in the middle of our novel unit, A Long Walk To Water, that focuses on the water crisis
in Africa. The Ugandan Water Project presented to our students on Wednesday, May 16 in the cafeteria
for a very interactive and relevant connection regarding the water crisis in Africa. Thank you to Mr. Sicoli
for drinking the nasty water (after it was filtered, of course).
Students will also be holding the annual Walk For Water on June 4th. Students will be utilizing the
description from the book to reenact the process used for collecting water. The fields behind the Middle
School will be used most likely from about 9:30-11. We are planning on June 5th as as a rain day if
necessary.
35 Week grades closed on May 11. Just a reminder that grade reports will NOT be sent home with
students. Each parent letter up to this point has contained information reminding parents that they will
now need to access grades and report cards from the Parent Portal. Grades can be accessed in real time
and anyone that needs assistance setting up an account is encouraged to contact the guidance office.
○ After School Assistance Program (ASAP) is still in full effect! Students failing one class are assigned
to one day of after school assistance 3:10 - 3:45. Students failing two or more classes are assigned
two days of after school assistance OR one day until 4:15. This will continue for until June 8.
○ Teachers continue to be encouraged to work with students earlier, 2:40 - 3:10.
○ Tutoring continues to be offered 2 days per week by HS students working with a specific cross section
of our students.

Future Events
●

Mrs. Smith’s class will be taking a field trip to Niagara Falls State Park and Cave of the Winds. This field
trip was funded by the Connect Kids to Parks Field Trip Grant that was introduced to us by John Cerretto.
As you may recall, John reached out to me by phone to specifically tell me that there is still monies left for
field trip funding to ANY field trip to a NY state park. There is up to $1000 available per teacher/per class
to cover the costs of the field trip, including any activities in the park. I am happy to report that teachers
have taken full advantage of these monies and it has enhanced our curricular integration extensively.

Over the weekend of March
25 - March 28, 17 Middle School students and 4 High School students will be
traveling to Quebec City with Mrs. Lapp and Mr. Cousins. Our final parent meeting was held on May 3rd
to lay out student expectations and to finalize paperwork for this exciting opportunity for our students.
MUD (Moving Up Day) activities for 8th grade have been posted on the Web site. Dates listed below.
5th grade students will be visiting the Middle School on Monday, May 21 and Tuesday, May 22. They will
be visiting classrooms and areas of the school so that they have an idea of what the Middle School entails
prior to coming next year.

●

●
●

●

Upcoming event dates

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

May 14-25- STAR Testing
May 15 - 6th grade Band & Orchestra NYSSMA
May 15 - 6th Grade Spelling Bee/Basket Auction
May 17 - Peer Coordinator Meeting - 3:10pm
May 21,22 5th Grade Visitation and Tour-1:30pm
May 24,25 7th Grade ELA Field Test - Period 4-Adv.
May 25-28- Quebec City Trip
May 29 - 8th Grade Science Test - Performance
May 30 - Honors Project Presentations-NU 6-8 pm
May 30- Builders Club End of the Year Celebration
May 31- 7th Grade Bison’s Field Trip

➢ June 4 ➢ June 6➢
➢
➢
➢

8th Grade Science Test - Written
3rd-6th Outdoor concert @ IEC bus loop
7:30pm
June 8- 8th Grade MUD Field Trip - Fantasy
Island
June 14-20 Final Exams - Dismissal 11:15
June 15 - 8th Grade MUD Dance - MS Cafeteria 6:30-8:30
June 20- Year End Celebration

Please let me know if you have any questions, thoughts, concerns. Andy

“Virtually nothing is impossible in this world if you just put your mind to it and maintain a
positive attitude”.
Lou Holtz

Lewiston-Porter
Intermediate Education Center

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

Sat

3
PIP Performance
NU 7:00 pm

PIP Performance
LPHS 7:00 pm

Dental Health
Month

4

Fri

All County Festival #2 Band at Barker

5

6

7

8

9

10

Winter Olympics
begin
PIP: Harlem Globetrotters @ KeyBank
Arena 7:00 pm
World Cancer Day

11

18

All County Festival #3 Orchestra at Roy-Hart

12

13 Mardi

Lincoln’s Birthday

New Date:
3rd Gr. Choir
nursing home trip
________________
PTA Meeting
6:30 pm Rm 217

19

20

Gras

14

15

16

17

21

22

23

24

No School Store

PIP Performance
NCCC :
Mon.Team 1:00 pm
Tues.Team 3:00 pm

District Closed
PIP Performance
Daemen :
Mon. Team 1:00 pm
Tues.Team 3:00 pm

25

Presidents’ Day

BOE Meeting
6:00 pm CRC

______________
Jump Rope/Hoops for Heart—IEC Gym

26

27

28
Scholastic Book Fair

Winter Olympics end

Girls on the Run
registration opens
www.gotrbuffalo.org

Community Coffee
Hour at Orange Cat
5:00

Lewiston-Porter Intermediate Education Center
Tina Rodriguez, Principal
Phone: 286-7252 Fax: 286-7854

March 3
PIP Performance
UB: Mon. Team2:00

Our school store
is open in the
Glass Room Friday
from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm

Lewiston-Porter
Central
School District
__ From
the Principal’s
Office
AimingMrs.
Higher
Rodriguez
January 22, 2018
Dear Parent/Guardian:
Our elementary community is embarking on our second year of an elementary special reading project, called
One District One Book. Every child will receive a copy of the same book, The Mouse and the Motorcycle, and
will be asked to read it at home over the coming months. A calendar with a suggested reading schedule is
included in this packet. Each week, new questions will be sent home for the corresponding chapters to
stimulate conversation about the book with your family. We are personally asking you to make the time so
your family can participate in this special school wide/community wide activity. We have selected a title that
can be followed, understood, and enjoyed by younger students, but that will still captivate and stimulate older
children.
Reading aloud at home is valuable because it better prepares your child to be an effective reader. It is also a
fun, worthwhile family activity. Through our One District One Book program, we are aiming to build a
community of readers. Everyone - students, parents, teachers, administrators, even community businesses will be participating. The benefits of reading aloud are remarkable -- studies have shown that reading to
children helps them to listen better and longer, build bigger vocabularies, understand concepts better, feel
positive about both books and learning, and more. When an entire school reads the same book, the buzz and
excitement around the book being read increases these benefits, and there is the added joy of building
community in the school family.
Today, your child has received his/her copy of The Mouse and the Motorcycle at a special school-wide
assembly introducing the program and the book. Generally, you will be asked to read 2 chapters a week –
about 15 minutes per night. You may choose as a family to read the chapters together or listen to chapter
videos on our school website. Mystery readers will be recorded for each chapter of the book and revealed
weekly. If you check on the Lew-Port CSD Website, you will find the link to the One District One Book webpage
and will find the chapter read alouds under the corresponding tab. Scan the QR code found within this packet
for quick access to the chapters.
In school, your child will be invited to answer trivia questions to encourage and reward attentive, careful
listening. You will soon find that your child will take pride in knowing and anticipating the details of the story.
In class, there may be various activities which discuss or explore the book. You will want to make sure your
family keeps up so your child can be included. Throughout the coming months, everyone will be talking about
The Mouse and the Motorcycle! “When a whole school reads a book, there’s a lot to talk about.” With your
help, we can build a community of readers at our school. Let’s Go Lew-Port --Three Cheers for Reading!
Happy Reading!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Rodriguez
Mrs. Larson, PEC Principal

Mrs. Rodriguez, IEC Principal

February Character Trait
Think Win-Win
I balance courage for getting what I want with consideration for what others want.
When conflicts arise, I look for alternative solutions.

From the Nurse’s Office
Submitted by Gloria Klettke, RN

FEBRUARY IS DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

A tooth fell out, and left a space
So big my tongue could touch my face.
And every time I smile, I show
a space where something used to grow.
I miss my tooth as you can guess
But then, I have to brush one less!
Author unknown

Oral Hygiene Tips
Brush your teeth at least twice a day with a fluoride toothpaste
Floss every day
Visit your dentist twice a year for check ups
Eat a healthy diet including all the food groups
Cut down on sugar and avoid sticky foods that cling to teeth
Change your toothbrush at least twice a year and after an illness
(or run it through the dishwasher to kill germs)
 When you are not able to brush, rinse your mouth with plain water
 Chew sugar-free gum







How does the flu
spread?

THE FLU: A PARENT’S GUIDE:
People who have the flu usually cough, sneeze, and have a runny nose. The
droplets in a cough, sneeze or runny nose contain the flu virus. Other people
can get the flu by breathing in these droplets or by getting them in their nose or
mouth.

How long can a
sick person
spread the
flu to others?

Most healthy adults may be able to spread the flu from one day before
getting sick to up to 5 days after getting sick. This can be longer in children
and in people who don’t fight disease as well (people with weaker immune
systems).

What should I
use to
clean
hands?

Wash your children’s hands with soap and water. Wash them for as long as it takes
to sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice. If soap and water are not handy, use a
hand sanitizer. It should be rubbed into hands until the hands are dry.

What can I do if
my child
gets sick?








Can my
child go to
school or
day care
with the
flu?
When can
my child go
back to
school or day
care after
having the
flu?

Make sure your child gets plenty of rest and drinks lots of fluids.
Talk with your child’s health care provider before giving your child
over-the-counter medicine.
Never give your child or teen aspirin, or medicine that has aspirin in it. It
can cause serious problems.
Call your child’s health care provider if your child develops flu symptoms
and is younger than 5 or has a chronic medical condition like asthma,
diabetes, or heart or lung disease.
If you are worried about your child’s illness, call your health care provider.

No. If your child has the flu, he or she should stay home to rest. This helps avoid
giving the flu to other children.

Children with the flu should be isolated in the home, away from other people.
They should also stay home until they have no fever without the use of fevercontrol medicines and they feel well for 24 hours. Remind your child to protect
others by covering his or her mouth when coughing or sneezing. You may want to
send your child to school with some tissues, and a hand sanitizer, if allowed by the
school.

Keep your kids safe. Get their flu shots every year.

Is the flu more
serious for
kids?

Flu vaccine
may save your
child’s life.

What is the flu?

Who
needs the
flu shot?

Infants and young children are at greater risk for getting seriously ill
from the flu. That’s why the New York State Department of Health
recommends that all children 6 months and older get the flu vaccine.

Most people with the flu are sick for about a week, and then they
feel better. But, some people, especially young children, pregnant
women, older people, and people with chronic health problems can
get very sick. Some can even die. An annual vaccine is the best way
to protect your child from the flu. The vaccine is recommended for
everyone 6 months and older every year.

The flu, or influenza, is an infection of the nose, throat, and lungs.
The flu can spread from person to person.



Flu shots can be given to children 6 months and older.
Children younger than 9 years old who get a vaccine for the
first time need two doses.

How else can I
protect my child?




What are signs of
the flu?

The flu comes on suddenly. Most people with the flu feel very tired and
have a high fever, headache, dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy
nose, and sore muscles. Some people, especially children, may also
have stomach problems and diarrhea. The cough can last two or more
weeks.

Get the flu vaccine for yourself.
Encourage your child’s close contacts to get the flu vaccine, too.
This is very important if your child is younger than 5, or if he or
she has a chronic health problem such as asthma (breathing
disease) or diabetes (high blood sugar levels). Because children
under 6 months can’t be vaccinated, they rely on those around
them to get an annual flu vaccine.
 Wash your hands often and cover your coughs and sneezes.
It’s best to use a tissue and quickly throw it away. If you don’t
have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve, not your
hands. This will prevent the spread of germs.
 Tell your children to:
 Stay away from people who are sick;
 Clean their hands often;
 Keep their hands away from their face; and
 Cover coughs and sneezes to protect others.

For more information about the flu, visit
health.ny.gov/flu www.cdc.gov/flu
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Follow us on: Facebook/NYSDOH

Twitter/HealthNYgov

From the Art Room
Submitted by Mrs. Frederick

Dear IEC Families,
I am happy to be back working with your children at the IEC! Here is a quick look at some of the
activities taking place in the Art Room. All lessons help your children improve their fine motor skills
and hand/eye coordination, as well as self-expression.

3rd, 4th and 5th Grade Art
Students are currently working on projects inspired by tree structures. Students have focused on the artwork of
Gustav Klimt and the Banyon Tree (native to India), as well as the art elements of color, space and line.

BIRCH TREE SCENES – 4

BLAZING BANYON
TREE – 5

TAPED BIRCH SCENES – 3

SUNY Fredonia Jazz Ensemble
performed for our IEC students
on January 17th, as well as an
evening concert at the high school.
Jake Payne, drummer, is a 2014
graduate of Lewiston-Porter.

On Tuesday, February 13th, the Third Grade Chorus, under the direction of Miss Nicole Mosier, will
take part in a service learning field trip to Our Lady of Peace Nursing Facility.
The third graders have been preparing special songs to sing for the residents and staff. They have
been learning about how sharing the gift of singing can bring joy, brightness, and cheer to the
residents and staff. They will be singing songs about the importance of grandparents, peace, winter,
and Valentines Day. They also made Valentine cards in their classrooms which they will deliver to the
residents and staff.

Did you know …..
Chinese New Year in 2018 is on Friday, February 16.
According to the Chinese 12-year animal zodiac cycle, the Chinese year beginning in 2018 is the year of
the Dog. Each Chinese zodiac year begins on Chinese New Year's Day. Dog years are believed to be the
most unlucky for people born in previous years of the Dog.
Chinese New Year, also known as the "Spring Festival" in modern Mainland China, is China's most important traditional
festival, celebrated at the turn of the traditional lunisolar Chinese calendar, which consists of both Gregorian and lunar-solar
calendar systems. Chinese New Year can begin anytime between late January and mid-February. China's Spring Festival
public holiday starts on the Chinese New Year and lasts for 7 days.

2018 Winter Olympics February 9 - 25
Number of medals: 259
Composition:
Gold :
Silver medal with a purity of 99.9% plated with 6 g of gold.
Silver: Silver medal with a purity of 99.9%.
Bronze: Copper and tin
Diameter: 92.5 mm (3.62 in.)
Weight:
Gold: 586g. Silver: 580g. Bronze: 493g.
(Troy ounces are used to measure precious metals.
1 troy oz.= 31.1g)

The first AFL-NFL World Championship Game
in professional American football was referred
to in the game's radio broadcast as the Super
Bowl. The game was played on January 15, 1967 at the
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles, CA.
The Green Bay Packers (NFL) won over the Kansas City
Chiefs (AFL) with a score of 35-10.

IEC Music Leaders of the Month
Each month, one student from Band, Orchestra, Chorus
and General Music is chosen as a Music Leader of the Month.
These students demonstrate Responsibility, Respect and
Resourcefulness in these classes.
For the month of January, the following students have
been chosen by Mrs. Spinnegan, Mrs. Zachary and Mrs. Carere:
Orchestra:
Chorus:
Band:
General Music:

Casey Fetzner
Madilynn Waldeck
Daphne McAuliffe
Logan Jaruszewski

Our Jingle Bell Run raised $400 for Hospice!

Our February Character Trait
“Think Win-Win”

Congratulations to our January LancerGram recipients!

Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade

Third Grade

Sophia Gonzales
Nicholas Leardini
Jawahar Lingaria
Peter Monahan
Megan Palermo
Hannah Thurman
Daniel Wilkesmore

Thomas Aceti
Lillian Howard
Morgan Koller
Gavin Rock
Alex Rydelek
Sydney Sloma
James Townsend
Caitlin Winstanley

Nevaeh Baker
Chloe Corsaro
Jayden Luchese
Marron MacKenzie
Brooke Stafford
Chloe Teal

IEC students and staff dressed as favorite book characters
to celebrate One District One Book.
The chosen book was revealed at our February Character Assembly.
The winner is……

Jump Rope / Hoops for Heart
will take place for our IEC students during Physical Education the week of February 20-23.
All students participate and learn about healthy hearts and helping others.
Donations to American Heart Association accepted through February 28th.

Our Program:
We inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experience-based
curriculum which creatively integrates running. All girls train for a non-competitive
season-ending 5k. Our program is offered for girls in grades 3-5th (Girls on the Run) or
6-8th (Heart & Sole), check our website for your school program

Our Season:

March 19th – June 3rd

GOTR 5k is Sunday, June 3rd 9:30am at University at Buffalo/North campus

LOTTERY REGISTRATION, CHECK WEBSITE FOR FULL
DETAILS
www.gotrbuffalo.org
Lottery registration week opens February 26th - March 5th at 9am (NO EXCEPTIONS).
A random computer generated lottery will be run for all schools on March 5th .
You will receive an email that you have been selected and your credit card will be charged.
If a program is not full after lotteries are run, the registration will re-open on March 5h and participants will be
accepted on a first come, first served basis until the team is full.

Our registration fee:
$160 per girl - includes 5k registration, healthy snack and more!
Financial aid available - apply online when registering
BCBS Wellness Benefit & Independent Health flex fit debit accepted
(if applicable)
Call 716-973-2221 for more information on financial aid
Visit www.gotrbuffalo.org for all season information

Lewiston-Porter PEC and IEC
We will be practicing on: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:40-5:10 p.m.
Participating grades: 3rd-5th

Health & Wellness Update
Submitted by Dana Thompson

Mrs. Siuta/Mrs. Block, Ms. Plewa, Mrs. Lombardo and Mrs. Kensinger’s students will be
participating in the Health & Wellness program during the months of February and March with Mrs.
Thompson. Topics that will be discussed include:


The Role of Family/Self-esteem



The Endocrine system and the role of hormones in growth & development



Gender differences



Personal hygiene



Nutrition & Physical Activity



Puberty



Cyber safety



Infections/HIV & AIDS

Mrs. Boss & Mrs. DeFranco’s 3rd grade classes will be participating in the second session of the
Health & Wellness program through the months of February and March. Topics that will be
discussed include:


Nutrition/Healthy Eating & Exercise



Hygiene



Internet Safety

Students will keep a journal for the classes, and will be asked to reflect on topics discussed each
week. Students are also encouraged to leave questions in the “question box” each week on anything
that is discussed that requires further explanation. All classes will continue until the middle of April.

Please call the office if your child will be absent, so that an attendance verification call will not be necessary.
286-7254 or 286-7253

SCHOOL LUNCH
The Lewiston-Porter School District cafeteria serves breakfast and lunch to
interested students. Both the breakfast and lunch programs at LewistonPorter are provided by a private food service firm.


Breakfast and lunch menus are sent home with students at the beginning of each
month, and are available on the school website.



Breakfast is available.



Students may choose a hot lunch or ‘a la carte’ items.



Snacks, cookies and ice cream are available on limited days. Please call the school at
ext. 7288 if you would like restrictions placed on your child’s account.



Food allergies should be reported to the school nurse and kitchen staff.



You may prepay your child's lunch account at any time through MySchoolBucks.com, or
checks payable to the Lewiston-Porter Central School District, and sent to school with
your child.



The cost of breakfast is $1.75, reduced cost is $.25



The cost of lunch is $2.10, reduced cost is $.25



Free/Reduced School Meals information is sent home at the beginning of the school
year. An application may be requested at any time by calling the office.

In the event a student does not have lunch or lunch money, it is the District practice that
he/she will be allowed to charge a lunch for that day, once per trimester. Please send
payment with your child to the IEC Main Office on the next school day to reimburse the
main office for the provided meal.
Lewiston-Porter is using myschoolbucks.com, an online service allowing you to pay for
your student’s school meals online, using your credit/debit card or electronic check.
If you have any questions regarding our food service, please call Anna Thomas, Food
Service Director, at 716-286-7288.

For the safety of all our students,
everyone will be asked for picture ID each time you visit the IEC.
We also encourage parents to refrain from walking students
to their classrooms and lockers.

Thank you for helping us to keep our students safe!

A reminder to parents:
Please only drop off students if you see a staff member at the arrival doors
between 8:45 and 8:55 a.m. (and for safety, only on the curbside)
All students being dropped off AFTER 8:55 a.m.
MUST be brought into the office and signed in by an adult.
Please remember that students should arrive
no earlier than 8:45 a.m. or 8:00 a.m. for tutorials.
If your child is absent, please call the office to let us know.
Thanks for your cooperation.

TUTORIALS
Permission slips will be sent home when a teacher plans a tutorial.
In order to properly plan for transportation, permission slips are required to be returned
to your child’s teacher by his/her deadline, but no later than two days before the tutorial.
Thank you for your cooperation.

YMCA Before and After School Program
held at the PEC
Call: YMCA Niagara Falls 285-8491

